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 “Academia Nuts” is one of three shows playing at various theaters along W. 42nd St. through July 27 at the New York Musical Theatre Festival. For more information, go to www.nymf.org.  /  MICAH JOEL 

 Peeks into 
the NYMF 

Readings, concerts, special 
events: The New York 
Musical Theatre Festival 
has them all. But it’s 
the staged productions 
most people come to see. 
They’re hoping they’ll 
discover the new “Next 
to Normal,” which went 
from the NYMF (the “T” 
presumably dropped for 
euphonic reasons) all the 
way to Broadway.  These 
three previews are just a 
sampling of what you’ll 
find scheduled for the rest 
of this week. 

 Preview. The 
annual New York 
Musical Theatre 
Festival ends 
Sunday, but there’s 
still time to catch 
some of these hot 
new shows. 

 “Cloned”  is on its way to great comedy. /  BARRYMORE PHOTOGRAPHY  “Searching for Romeo” needs a little more work.  /  PICASA 

‘Academia Nuts’

1 
Four-time Drama 
Desk nominee 
Jennifer Simard takes 

no prisoners as the fi ercely 
born-again mother and 
diabolical coach of brainy 
quiz bowl competitors 
in “Academia Nuts.” She 
sees NYMF as a place 
where artists get a “free 

pass,” i.e., they don’t have 
to worry about awards 
and reviews. Instead 
they have a “wonderful 
opportunity to create art, 
enjoying theater at its 
most basic level.” Shows 
are in various stages 
of development, some 
embryonic and some 

working out their fi nal 
kinks. “Nuts,” deservedly 
generating positive 
buzz, would be in the 
latter category. A very 
funny tale of cutthroat 
academic/quiz show 
competitiveness, it’s pretty 
much in fi ghting shape 
as it is.

‘Cloned’

2
“Cloned,” which 
had a reading last 
year and is enjoying 

a full production this 
year, is another show 
to watch. The energetic 
Alex Goley plays a pro-
digious young scientist 
who inadvertently cre-
ates a cloning machine. 
It’s full of intrigue and 

confusion as well as a 
surprise visit to Sharon 
Stone’s California home. 
Executive producer 
Heather Shields extols 
the value of a diverse live 
audience; show creators 
can see “which jokes 
never hit and which lines 
are never understood” 
and adjust accordingly.

‘Searching for Romeo’

3
“Searching for 
Romeo” takes a 
“Rosencrantz and 

Guildenstern” approach 
to “Romeo and Juliet.” 
The light romantic com-
edy focuses on Rosaline, 
Romeo’s pre-Juliet 
squeeze. She realizes 
Romeo is a playboy and 
falls for Juliet’s be-

trothed, Paris. Wordplay 
approaches overkill but 
stays surprisingly enter-
taining. Friar Lawrence 
is a druggie and Paris’ 
mom a conniver. Funny 
and driven by a clever 
conceit, “Searching” 
nonetheless smacks of 
high school and needs 
to grow up a bit. 


